Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/19 : CIA-RDP80-00926A004200030065-3 HUM 


- CLASSIFICATION ' SECRET/US OFFICIALS ONLY 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 

COUNTRY China 

SUBJECT Telecommunications Conference at Canton 


REPORTj 
CD NO. 


DATE DISTF/? AUG 51 
NO. OF PAGES 2 


PLACE 

acquire: 

DATE 

ACQUIRE 

DATE OF 


NU. Ur tfNULb. 

(LISTED BELOW) 

50X1 -HUM 

QIIPPI PMFNT TO 

REPORT 




l 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT SO 
U. S. C., 31 AND 32. AS AMENJDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION 
OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANT MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO- 
HIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED. 
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The primary purpose 'of the telecommunications conference! in 

Canton ip. December 1949 and January 1950 was the formulation of plans for the 
improvement of the Chinese telephone and telegraph systems. The conference was 
attended by around 200 Chinese concerned wdth communi cations particularly in South 
China o The conference was well and efficiently run by General Chung. All who 
attended the conference were required to eat and sleep iaTtheT building in Canton 
in which the conference was held. Meetings took place both during the day and 
jat night* 

Plans ytfefe formulated for the expansion of the telephone and telegraph system 
particularly in South China. As a result of these plans within about a month 

one-jialf after z he conference long distance open wire lines were erected from 
Canton tp the land adjacent to Hainan Strait. Communication was established 
with Haipan by radio telephone and telegraph. This job pripr to the advent of 
Communist control would have taken around six months to a ccomplish ins tead of 


3* 
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one month and a^, half* Also as a result of the conference the open 

wire lines between Canton and Hankow were put into good working order* 50X1 -HUM 

At the conference plans were discussed and formulated for the reorganization 
and regrouping of the telephone and telegraph administration with control 
> centralized : at ' Peking . 

At the conference Training Committees were established as far as possible for 
each province and a detailed training phogr^m was discussed in which the learning 
Of theory was minimi zed 3 and training for t|ie solution of practical telephone and 
telegraph problems was emphasized. \ 

At the conference Technical Committees were set up to formulate plans and make 
recommendations on technical telecommunications matters. It was decided that all 
;L$rge cities in China should be equipped with automatic rotary switching systems, 
smaller cities with step-by-step magnetic control systems^ and manual magneto 
systems would only be employed in the rural areas. 

It was decided at the conference that all buying of equipment for the Chinese 
telephone and telegraph systems would be centralized, and directed and controlled 
from Peking. Moreover, it was decided that alloying should be direct from the 
m|J|df^cta ! n'er ; apd not through brokers or dealers. However j all available communi- 
options equipment, , eve^ old equipment, was purchased by the Chinese Communists — 

authorities in the Hong Kong market, 
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Telephone and Telegraph operational an<} safety regulations were formulated at the 
conference* " ^ 4 .4 . ’ ^ , , 

4 '-' ' ' ^ 4 *V ^ ’V;%v • • • : -v 1, " ’ * " 

. A system whereby a record of tf^jwork accompl^hed by each employee must be kept 
w&s inaugurated' at the conference* Moreover a ’system was initiated whereby a 
record mus,t be kept of the actual work accomplished on a project in relation to the 
planned progress pf the project^ plans were made ; and put into operation for the 
elimination from employment of "those who -were serving no Useful purpose && the 
telephone and telegraph system aqd the sending of these individuals to training 
tamps <> :Tay3 and means of elimin&iing.. graft t?<m the telephone ami telegraph system 
w|re: dispussed an| initiated T . * 4S ; i 

' '■ s; ' I - f: ’• ’ • .. ' ‘ " ■ v ... Q •;>*•*?’ ‘i ^ ' 

The establishment ;pf manufacturing plants for telecqpaanications equipment in North 
. a fe liehtsin^, in_, South China at Canton^ and in Central China at Shanghai, and 

"tj^e sending of young engineers to USSR %q acquire knowledge of manufacturing 
techniques were discussed at ttye epqferej&cd/ ’ ' 

j 1 T % ,• , : ?-i 4 ; • 44 • !• : '4 ' 

A. large |elecommunicators conference was scheduled to be held in Peking in June, I95O0 

, - — 1 r ? 44 •' ^4v4 ‘4-4 4 . 50X1 -HUM 


, the effect, of . the communis t;*f pons ored conference held ianC#ate^ 0 froM 

about 9. December, 1950 to about 5 January, 19 5P at least partially accomplished 
its objectives of improving the Chinese telephone apd telegraph system, but many 
of the plans made at that conference and, at the onb held in Peking in June, 1950 
probably failed because of lack o f equipment* 

. . copper wire and magneto'telephc^e-s were being sent from Canton 

to the Chinese forces, fighting in Korean : 50X1 -HUM 
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